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. Birch Aims Spotlighted .

" By William H, Strinxer

Chief ot the Washington News Bureau of
Tice Christian Scienos Monttor

Washington.

A small, radical, right-wing
organization, the John Birch So-
clety, has stirred an unusual
amount of Washington attention,
praduced demands for -investi-
gation by the House Un-Ameri-
can Activities Commlittee, a
statement of disassoclation .by

- the National Assoclation  of
Mantfacturers, and denunciation’
by three seriators. .

The Justice Department: sald
March 31 that “a growing num-
ber of inquiries received ebout
the John Birch Society has made
it a matter of concern to'the Ate
torney .sencral”" '

The society, founded by Rob-{by

crt H. W, Welch, Jr,, retived Bel+
. reont, Mass., candy manufacturetr,
reports it has from one to 100
_ chaplers in cach of 34 slates and

the District of Calumbla, Mem-
bers say it is dedicated to fight
communisin hy {ts own tough
techniques—through  organiza-
tiohh of “front” groups, {nflifra-

T ————T ‘o :

tion of other groups, such 'as
Parent - Teacher  Associations,
teleptione "calls, letters to’ con-
gressmen, whatever means will
accomplish the end. ’

Refresenta,tive Edgar~A. Hle-
stand (R) of California, 8 mem-
ber, declares thet “if is a saciety
of individualists  dedicated to
ﬁqhm cdmmunism. They are
violently anti-Communist.”

Soolety’s Name Explained

Mr. Mlestand told a press
conference March 31 that the
society was not ‘a secret or Fas-
cist orgdnization. Besides anti-
communism, he said its aim was
to promote ‘less and less gov-
ernment.” )

He 'sald extremist statements
founder Welch had been
misint ted, taken out of
contéxt, or mpde many ycars
rgo, Mr. Welch has said that
President Efsenhower, the “late
Secretary - of State John Foster
Dulles, angd- Cent®il Ihtelligence
Agency. Chief Alien W. Dulles
‘werd’ Cgmmunist agents -or
Communist dupes. o

An . otganization af which
many citizens have ncver heard,

+ Ythe society !s named aft¢r John
| Birch, a young Fundamentalist

- Bapt®t missionary from Georgia

who served as an futelligence

- -officer.in China during World

"of the soclety

.

~

3
.

War 1] #nd wax killed 10 days
after ~J Day by Chiese
Communists, The society was,
founded. later. '

In Mr, Birch's name, members
are  urged fo
write “lstters to congressmen
chambers of -commerce and
others, to push campaigns con-’
ceived by Mr. Welch as being
anti-Communist.

Impeachment Sought

These objectlves include the
impeachndent of Supreme Court
Chief Justice Farl Warren, repeal
vf.the Income tax law. opposition

4:'!,0 the -North Atlantic ‘Treaty

Alliance, denunciation of the
United -Nations, termination of
{oreign ald programs, and . an
end to cultural or any, other
exchanges with . the Soviet
Uniqn. -

. ‘These' extremist advocacies,

" -| soclety, ‘and the ‘apcxl)rqval of
what Mr. Welch' admits are
1 sometimes “"mean and -dirty”

| tactles, have led to expressions

|of deep concern in Washington,

and elewhere. *
S olmEwhere. L. e -

the  autharitarian setup of the|(

-

- In ‘a® Benate speeth’ Séhator
‘Thomas J. Dodd (%) ot Connecs

ticut  équated *  ultrard

‘s (R) of lilinols said his.ma:l|
_had.been heavy from outside his !
istriot urging him fo support|
eachment vof Chief Justice]
Warren, but that “all the letiers|
havé gone .in the wastebasket.”

Curtrently {lie society is pro-

tist! moting the House Un-American

smears agminst thie natlon'y re-| activitied . £ ittee’s * mathon
spected 3«;& ith the-nalve) ﬁcgum "opqn&un Abolition."”

softheaded approach of Jultra~

liberals” ‘who' refuse to believe;

communism to be al] evil,

“The evidence suggests .that
many of those wha joined the
John Birch Society did: so in
igngrahce ‘of the real views of
the jeadership of the organiza-

Presidents Asialied ;-
“Four years ago. Mr. Welch
brought out a book enti qy"l“hc
Politiclan’ in which he assalled
Presidents Roosevell, Truman,
and Eisenhower, the late Secre~
tary of State and many others as
Communist dupes or Communist
agents. !
_“To_accuse pcopie like Presi-
dent Eisenhower gnd John Fos-
ter Dulles 'of heing Communist
agenls .is' an affront ' to' both
or continyed, “It'brings
our leaders and ot tutions

sion,". . " . : .
.- Technique of the John Birth.
Society is illustratéd in North
Dakota, whene - mombers were
pushing a constifutional amend-
ment for. repeal of thé"federal
income tax and liquidation of
700 government agencies. Sen-
ater Milton R. Young .(R) ef
that state sent the state Senate
a telegrim pointing out that the
proposal might kill the Garri-
son Dam irrigation diversion
pro in North Dakeota. This
brolight * &  letter-writing and
telephoning campeign down on
Senator Young.
-Investigation Proposed
‘Senator Young, Republican
congervative, declares that Mr.
Welch's accusations  ggainst
President Eisenhaver and others.
oes “beyopd ‘anything the late
oe McCarthy éver thought'of.”
On the other hand a. Senate
interngl. affaire subcommities
has described the sociely as a
“patriotic -organization.” ,
Representative Henry 8. Reuss
D) of Wisconsin urged that a
society “reported to have -stige
matizéd"” .national
Communists should Investi~

gated by the Héuse Un-Ameri- |
can Astivities Commitiee. Re-

publican members of the com:

.

into” disrepute, ft :pput- divir { G

N

jeaders as !

I neds organizations,
‘Rbraries, schools, and colleges. - ;

" Reselution Adopted
‘The Nationdl Association of
Manufacturers has aaopted a-
board resolution which, without
memioning the society, affirms
the NAM's confidenee in Mr.

Eisenhower. Itd executive vices

tion,” Senator ‘Dogd, strong ed-|president, Charles R." Sligh, Jr,
vocate "of a nat&)ﬁﬂ"‘lrwdgmiuid' the. NAM thas no. connec-
academy, detlared.. - . ¢-” . tion with the John "Birch So-

ciety, and never will.” .

-Councll members of the sa-
‘dtety have, included Spruille”
Braden, former United States
jAmbassadory T. Coleman ‘An-
drews, former collector of in-
ternal revenue who ran for
president on an “abqlish the in-
came tax” platform, Clarence E.
Manion, former dean of the:
Notre Dame w . School, and
the late Altfed .Kohlberg, sup- -

pdrter of the ‘so-calied “China -

.

“lobby.” v X
;- {Meantime snother congress-:
iman, John R. Rousselot (R) of

alifornis, . confirmed that he

also is & member. Mr, Réusselot,

“home for the Easter wcelend,
4 {ssued a statement at his home -

in San Ggbriel, Calif., saying he.
‘took. out' 8 year's membership
-last September, ‘decording Yo the
Associated Press.

[Mr. Rousselot told a newsman
‘he knows of-several other Con-,
‘gress members who are in the
sogiety but he said be felt it wag
rlheir “place tf identify thein-
if selves. . ‘
1 [Members of the so¢icly, he’
i} said, study amd learn abaut com-.
| munism. “They ‘have become]
cancerned about the Communist :
conspiracy.”” Mr. Rousselot said. !
“This is what hurts the Com-!
munists.” } v :

Sepator Thomas H. Kuch@él!

Vice-President Richard M. Nixon |
have denounced the society and,

niques, Mr. Nixon wrote theglins
%Angeles Times, - which had v in-

vexf '
soclety's aims: B !
! “Ohe of the. rnost indclible|
lessons of human history is that)
:gosc who adopt the-doctrine,
at the end justifies the means
inevidably find that the means
- ‘become the end.” .
Observers reasoned, however,
that the soclety might still be:
effective with its techniques in-
side PTA grotips, churches, busi-
public  li-

———
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(R) of California*and former}

ite allegedly. unscrupulous tech- o

ighed -editorially agai_nst the |




